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PREFACE

PREFACE

I must say that when I volunteered to
finish the history of the Rotary Club of
Nanaimo I had not read the wise words
from a letter written by Lord Acton in 1887
titled “Adwvice To Persons About To Write
History — Don't.” Fortunately those who
came before were thorough, organized and
pack rats and the committee of Mike
Benson, Janeane Coutu, Bill Horman, Dale
Huck, Denis Lyseng, Bruce Gordon and
Doug Bradford were willing and able. 1
must confess that while my heart was
willing the spirit procrastinated. The
committee met with regularity at the start
and marvelled at the copious photos and
stories we came across. In the early stages
we made more fellowship than progress.
We soon camee to the realization that while
we had an excellent collection, we did not
possess a cross referenced database to work
from. Our Director, Mike Benson, became
arxdous and finally accepted our
assurances that all was well, suggesting
with a tact that only Mike could muster,
that the clutter (priceless historical artifacts
in numerous boxes) in his basement might
be of some help to us. At this point I must
thank my wife Barbara for her tolerance,
whose dinning room was colonized by the
boxes from Benson's with the contents
spread over the table for several months.
As the deadlines came and went we
became more anxious and adrenaline took
over. “"Gord” gave us our final deadline
which is but a few days away as [ write
this. The committee responded and we
have put together a 75 year history based
on the information available to us. As
such, there is no question that many have
not been given their due and for that we
apologize and hope that the 100 year
history will capture that which was lost in
this version. Martin Weideman and Lisa
Fawkes kindly provided editorial advice
for which we are most grateful. Senior

Rotarians Ken Alexander, Harry Cicconi,
Bill Horman, Dale Huck, Ken Inch, and
Bruce Tait all read the draft and their
suggestions were greatly appreciated.

Hegel is quoted from the Philosophy of
History as follows; “History in general is the
development of the Spirit in Time..” We have
tried to portray the spirit of the club and
the excellent work that has been
accomplished over the years. The
accomplishments of many Rotarians are
imbedded in local and international history
and [ suspect they might agree with
Bismark-Schoenhausen who said “History is
simply a piece of paper with print; the main
thing is still to make history, not to write it.”
There is no doubt in my mind that
Rotarians in the next quarter century will
continue to “make history” so that the next
historian who is tasked with the 100 year
book will be as fascinated with the
accomplishments and the personalities of
Rotary as we were. As our founder Paul
Harris once said;

“This is a changing world; we must be
prepared to change with it. The story of Rotary
will have to be rewritten again and again.”

[ hope that among the musings and
wandering you find joy, satisfaction and a
sense of pride as you read about the truly
great Organization, based on “service
above selt”, that you are a part of.
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THE ORIGIN OF ROTARY

THE OBJECT OF ROTARY

By the mid-1920’s Rotary had become Community Service, Vocational Service
truly global in nature and it was two men and World Service was presented,
from the Rotary Club of London, England discussed and accepted at the 1927 R.I.
that made a lasting contribution to Rotary. Convention in Belgium. The Object of
Sydney Pascall and Vivian Carter formed Rotary was derived from the four avenues
the “Aims & Objects” Plan while walking of service. Club members are given a
one Sunday morning in 1926. Their idea of = poster that states the object of Rotary, when
partitioning service into Club Service, they first join. It is as follows;

OBJECT OF ROTARY

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and ,
in particular, to encourage and foster:

First. The development of aquaintance as an
opportunity for service;

Second. High ethical standards in business and
professions; the recognition y the worthiness of all
useful occupations; and the dignifying by each
Rotarian of his occupation as an opportunity to
serve society;

Third. The application of the ideal of service by
every Rotarian to his or her personal, business, and
community life;

Fourth. The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world
of fellowship gf usiness and professional men and
women united in the ideal of service.

The four avenues of service have been service it was necessary to raise money.
an important part of the Rotary program Fund raising has, like many other activities,
ever since. been much work made easy by a blend of

In order for our Club to have been of

fellowship and many hands.




